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objective:

Help students become competent consumers 
of the full range of arguments found across 
the disciplines. 
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the standard content:

What's in our “introduction to logic” or “critical thinking” textbooks? 



“Criticize the following arguments in light 
of the material presented in this 
section...”
----Hurley

“Identify the fallacies of presumption, ambiguity, 
and grammatical analogy committed by the 
following arguments...” 
---Hurley

“Each of the following passages contains
a fallacy of relevance. Determine the 
fallacy that best fits each case...”
---Baronett

“Identify the moral arguments 
in each passage...”
---Baronett

typical activities:

What are we asking students to do in order to learn the skills of 
argument identification and evaluation? 





learning objectives

assessment instructional strategies

classify problems based on 
appropriate tools for solution

make the entire classification 
process explicit

the field guide approach:

a new way to model the expert 
process 
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Field guides and argument analysis

a keyed guide makes explicit which features of an argument 
experts use to classify
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